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A travel sketch on Kashinourago, [Saikai city] in Nagasaki
Prefecture.

BER sk
Mikio SEKINE

On a drizzly Father’s Day, Kasinourago, a small town on the sea, shows us
gorgeous harmony with the blue sea and green forests. It will be most
beautiful at sunset. Why did I visit this town? Needless to say, spider fighting
is held at Kashinourago. The 28th spider fighting competition at
Kashinourago was scheduled on June 20, 2010, but the games were called off
on account of shortage of Koganespiders, or Argiope amoena. 1t was really
regrettable. I managed to find a person who is well known in the
spider-fighting community.

“We have been having unseasonable weather for the past few months”, said
Mr. Miyamori, the treasurer of the Kashinourago Spider-Fighting Club. He
said that spiders are too small to fight this year. I visited Mr. Miyamori, and
he kindly told me a helpful story. There is a strong resemblance between the
spider fighting of Kashinourago and the spider fighting of Kajiki, Kagoshima
Prefecture, which is the most famous spider fighting in Japan. But there is a
slight difference between the Kajiki’s style of spider fighting and the
Kasinourago’s style of spider fighting.

At Kajiki: a slender stick on which spiders are put is fixed on the vertical
post, in a horizontal position. On the other hand, at Kashinourago: a slender
stick is held by the referee’s hand on a nearly horizontal plane.

Perhaps, the Kashinourago’s style of spider fighting is the earlier type, in
other words, it is still in its embryonic stage.

Next year, let’s hope the weather gets back to seasonal averages.
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