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The spider-fighting in Oita City 

 
Mikio Sekine 

 
  This is a report on the 1st spider-fighting competition in Oita City, Kyushu Island. This event 
was held at Jokeiji temple, in Kisagami on July 28, 2013. Until now, at Jokeiji temple, a local 
spider-fighting event was held 12 times. The slender stick used to be held by the referee's hand. 
This time the usage of the stick varied until it was fixed onto the vertical post. It is modeled 
after that used in Kajiki, the most famous spider-fighting in Japan. 
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The distribution of Badumna insignis (Araneae: Desidae) in Nara Prefecture:  

Thirty-six years on 
 

Mikio Sekine 
 

The distribution of an exotic spider Budumna insignis, or Black House Spider in Nara 
Prefecture, where the species was first found in 1977, was surveyed in 2013. The biological 
dispersal of this species is shown on this paper. The species was found in 12 cities, 15 towns, 
and 2 villages in Nara Prefecture. However, the species was not found in Yamazoe Village, 
Nosegawa Village, Totsukawa Village, Soni Village, Mitsue Village, Kurotaki Village, 
Tenkawa Village, Shimokitayama Village, Kamikitayama Village, and Higashiyoshino Village. 
Although B. insignis was not found in and around southern mountain areas, this species settled 
widely in Nara Prefecture (Fig. 1). It suggests that the invasion of the spiders was from Osaka, 
where the species was first found in 1963. In other words, in Nara Prefecture they perhaps 
dispersed from the northwestern areas southward. On the other hand, the spiders may have 
simply been carried by vehicles as was pointed out. 
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