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Fighting of jJumping spiders known as 'Funchi' and ‘Honchi'
Mikio Sekine

This is a report on the annual spider-fighting competition in Futtsu City, Chiba Prefecture, which was held
on May 4, 2015 (Figs. 1-2). A similar event was held on May 3, 2016 in Yokohama City, Kanagawa
Prefecture (Figs. 3—-4). Two males of jumping spiders will readily fight each other like sumo wrestlers. They
are known as 'Funchi' and 'Honchi', a regional dialect, in Futtsu and Yokohama, respectively. The scientific
name of the fighting spider is Carrhotus xanthogramma (Latreille 1819). This species is 7-8 mm in body
length, and inhabits grasses and low shrubs. Both children and adults have searched for stronger spiders for
the event.
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Fig. 1. The 'Funchi' spider-fighting in Futtsu City, Chiba Prefecture in 2015. Using a thick piece of cardboard, a man protects
spiders, which are in the sumo ring, from the beating sun.
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Fig. 2. Two males of jumping spider will readily fight each other like sumo wrestlers.
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Fig. 3. Children gather under a flag and enjoying the 'Honchi' spider-fighting in Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture in 2016.
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Fig. 4. Male-to-male fray of the 'Honchi', Carrhotus xanthogramma, in Yokohama.
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