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Distribution and population size of the orb web spider Argiope amoena (Araneae:
Araneidae) in Nara Prefecture. Mikio Sekine (Kaimei Junior & Senior High School)

In recent years, the orb web spider Argiope amoena (Araneae: Araneidae) has received attention be-
cause the population has been declining in various regions of Japan. This study investigated the dis-
tribution and population size of 4. amoena in Nara Prefecture during 2013-2014 to clarify the
inhabitation status of this species. The result showed the following three findings; 1) 4. amoena was
found in all municipalities, with the exceptions of three villages, i.e. Nosegawa Village, Tenkawa
Village and Kamikitayama Village, located in the southern mountainous area in Nara Prefecture. 2)
The habitats of this spider were concentrated in the northern basin area which is called the Nara
Basin. 3) There were not many habitats of this species and among them only a few had rich popu-
lations. These results suggest that A. amoena is distributed over a wide area, but the population size
of this species is not large in Nara Prefecture. We should monitor their inhabitation status continu-

ously to clarify whether this spider is declining in Nara Prefecture.
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